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SCHOOL LEAVERS FOLLOW-UP SURVEY, 1995 


This is a preview of findings from the 1995 Hollow ib of the 1991 School Leavers Survey. 
The information is for people interested in areas such as education or youth employment: 
policy makers, researchers, community advocates, teachers, counsellors, administrators, and 
young people themselves. This fact sheet provides basic information about the education, 
training and labour market experiences of youth during the first few years after leaving or 


graduating from high school. A comprehensive report will follow in 1997. 


Between September and December 1995, Statistics Canada, on behalf of Human Resources 
Development Canada, conducted the School Leavers Follow-up Survey. The initial 1991 
School Leavers Survey interviewed nearly 10,000 young people aged 18 to 20 to document 
their characteristics and the circumstances of school leavers. Four years later, the 1995 
School Leavers Follow-up Survey re-interviewed about two-thirds of the same respondents, 
by then aged 22 to 24, to explore the school-work transitions of young people beyond high 
school. The survey was designed to examine transitions not as a one-way movement from 
school into the world of work, but as a variety of movements that can occur between educa- 


tion, training and the labour market. 


All the estimates included in this report meet Statistics Canada’s data release criteria. 
Estimates with relatively high sampling variability are marked with an asterisk (*). 
Differences and changes specifically mentioned are statistically significant at the level that 


allows 95% confidence that the effect found is not due to chance. 
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The Economic Context 


The job market in Canada has become increas- 
ingly competitive. Finding and retaining satis- 
factory work requires not just a basic education, 
but also the right combination of training, 
skills, initiative and good work habits. High 
school graduation, by itself, is no longer the 
guarantee of a job that it may once have been. 
In fact, further education or training beyond 
high school offer definite advantages and are 
usually requirements for most of the better jobs 
available today. 


Nevertheless, workers of all education levels in 
all age groups have been affected by changing 
labour market conditions, and young people 
have been particularly affected. The early 
1990s were a period of significant economic 
change in Canada, characterized by technologi- 
cal change, globalization of markets, industrial 
restructuring, and corporate and government 
downsizing. In 1991, when the initial School 
Leavers Survey was conducted, the Canadian 
economy was in recession. Since then, unem- 
ployment rates have remained persistently high, 
despite the fact that economic output has 
recovered somewhat. 


Labour force participation among youth 
has declined in recent years 
715% 


70% | 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey. 


During recessions, youth experience greater 
drops in employment and labour force partici- 
pation, and greater increases in their unemploy- 
ment rates than adults. Because employed 
youth generally have less seniority and experi- 
ence than older adults, layoffs and hiring freezes 
affect them more strongly. A long-term trend 
toward increased school attendance and a 
declining youth population have also con- 
tributed to a decrease in the size of the youth 
labour force. The recession of the early 1990s 
had prolonged effects on the labour force par- 
ticipation and unemployment rates among 
youth, who by 1995 had not yet begun to feel 
the effects of the economic recovery. 


Youth unemployment rates more volatile 
20% fF 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey. 


Labour force participation rate — the percent- 
age of people who are in the labour force; the 
labour force includes those who are working, 
as well as those who are unemployed and 
actively looking for work. 


Unemployment rate — the percentage of 
labour force participants who are unemployed 
and actively looking for work. 


Employment rate — the percentage of labour 
force participants who are working. 
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By age 24, only 15% of youth had left high 
school without graduating 


Based on the results of the 1991 School Leavers 
Survey, the school leaver rate of 20-year-olds was 
18%. (Only youth aged 20 were included in this 
calculation because substantial proportions of 
those aged 18 and 19 were still in high school.) 
Now, data from the 1995 School Leavers Follow- 
up Survey indicate that by the time these people 
had reached age 24, the high school leaver rate 
was down to 15%. For some, finishing high 
school is a longer process than it is for others. 


High school leaver rates of youth aged 20 
in 1991 and 24 in 1995, Canada and the 


provinces 


1991 1995 
(age 20) (age 24) 

Canada 
Newfoundland 24% 19% 
Prince Edward Island 25% 21% 
Nova Scotia 22% 17% 
New Brunswick 20% 16% 
Québec 22% 19% 
Ontario 17% 14% 
Manitoba — 19% 14% 
Saskatchewan 16% 11% 
Alberta 14% 11% 
British Columbia 16% 13% 


Over 160,000 youth aged 22 to 24 in 1995 
had left high school without completing 
their diploma 


In 1991, 63% of youth aged 18 to 20 were high 
school graduates, 16% were school leavers (had 
left high school without graduating), and 21% 
were high school continuers (still attending high 
school). By 1995, these young people were aged 
22 to 24: 85% had graduated and 14% were 
school leavers. In absolute numbers, over 
160,000 youth aged 22 to 24 in 1995 had left 
high school without completing their diploma. 


(Only 1% of youth aged 22 to 24 were still 
attending high school in 1995. These high 
school continuers are not included in the remain- 
der of this analysis. Because of the small numbers 
involved, estimates of the characteristics and 
activities of high school continuers have 
unacceptably high sampling variability.) 


One-quarter of the youth who were high 
school leavers in 1991 had completed high 
school by 1995 


Among youth who were high school leavers as 
of 1991, 25% returned to high school and had 
obtained their diploma by 1995. In addition 
nearly nine in ten (88%) of those who were still 
attending high school in 1991 (high school con- 
tinuers) had graduated by 1995. 


Young women aged 22 to 24 in 1995 were 
more likely than young men of the same age 
to have completed high school 


Among women aged 22 to 24, 89% had complet- 
ed their high school diploma by 1995, while 10% 
were still classified as high school leavers. In 
comparison, 81% of young men had graduated 
from high school by 1995 and 18% were high 
school leavers. Men accounted for nearly two- 
thirds of people aged 22 to 24 who had not com- 
pleted high school by 1995. This gender pattern 
— where smaller proportions of men than of 
women were high school graduates — was evi- 
dent in every province. (Table 1) 


High school completion rates of youth 
aged 22 to 24, 1995 


Canada | 


Source: 1995 School Leavers Follow-up Survey. © Men Oo Women 


cE TE TT LT TELL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL ALLE LDL LE 3 


AUTUMN 1996 


SCHOOL LEAVERS FOLLOW-UP SURVEY, 1995 


High school graduates most likely 
to have taken further education or training 


Four out of five youth (80%) who were high 
school graduates in 1995 had taken further educa- 
tion or training toward a certificate, diploma or 
degree beyond high school. In contrast, this was 
the case for just one in four high school leavers 
(24%). Thus, relatively few young people with- 
out a high school diploma had taken further 
education or training. Some non-graduates may 
have chosen not to enroll, while others may have 
been unable to because they lacked required cre- 


dentials. (Table 2) 


Among high school graduates, a larger proportion 
of women (83%) than of men (77%) had taken 
further education or training toward a certificate, 
diploma or degree beyond high school. Among 
high school leavers, however, men (26%) were 
somewhat more likely than women (20%*) to 
have taken further education or training. 


Four in ten high school graduates attended 
university 


Among high school graduates, 42% received 
university education toward a certificate, diploma 
or degree. Female high school graduates (45%) 
were somewhat more likely than their male coun- 
terparts (39%) to have taken university-level 


education. (Table 3) 


Three in ten high school graduates (29%) took 
further education or training at a college or 
CEGEP. About the same proportion of female 
(30%) and male high school graduates (28%) had 
attended college or CEGEP. (These proportions 
do not include high school graduates who also 
attended university.) 


Also, 7% of high school graduates took further 
education or training at a trade or vocational 
school, or through a registered apprenticeship 
program. Male high school graduates (9%) were 
slightly more likely than their female counter- 
parts (5%) to have undergone this type of educa- 
tion or training. (These proportions do not 
include high school graduates who also attended 
university, college or CEGEP.) 


An additional 2% of high school graduates had 
received education or training toward a certifi- 
cate, diploma or degree through some other type 
of program. Examples included those offered by 
private business or commercial schools, and pro- 
grams offered by various professional associations 
(eg., accounting, banking or insurance). (The 
above proportion does not include high school 
graduates who also attended university, college or 
CEGEP, or who received trade, vocational or 
apprenticeship training.) 


12% of high school leavers received trade, 
vocational or apprenticeship training 


Among those who had not graduated from high 
school, 12% received further education or train- 
ing at a trade or vocational school, or through a 
registered apprenticeship program. Getting fur- 
ther education of this type was most common 
among young men who had left high school 
(15%). (These proportions do not include high 
school leavers who also attended university, col- 


lege or CEGEP.) (Table 3) 


In addition, 8%* of high school leavers took fur- 

ther education or training at a college or CEGEP. 
(This does not include a very small proportion of 
high school leavers who also attended university.) 
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Labour force participation was lower among 
women than among men (except for high 
school graduates with further education or 
training) 


People who are working or who are unemployed 
and actively looking for work are considered to be 
in the labour force. Those unavailable for work 
because of school attendance or because they are 
not actively looking for work are not part of the 
labour force. 


Among high school graduates who had taken 
further education or training, labour force parti- 
cipation was about the same for both men and 
women (84%). For high school graduates with- 
out further education or training, however, partic- 
ipation in the labour force was much higher 
among men (92%) than it was among women 
(77%). Family responsibilities likely kept some 
women from working or from actively looking for 


work. (Table 4) 


This gender difference in labour force participa- 
tion was even more evident among high school 
leavers: 91% of men versus 63% of women were 
labour force participants. Family responsibilities 
were likely even more of a factor among women 
who had left high school without receiving their 
diploma. 


Young women without a high school diploma 
had the highest unemployment rate in 1995 


Percent 


High School Graduates 
(with further education (no further education 
or training) or training) 


Source: 1995 School Leavers Follow-up Survey. 
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Unemployment rates lowest among high 
school graduates 


High school graduates with some further educa- 
tion or training beyond high school had the low- 
est unemployment rates: 11% for men and 10% 
for women. Unemployment rates for male 
(14%*) and female (11%*) high school graduates 
without further education or training were some- 


what higher. (Table 4) 


Among men and women who had not graduated 
from high school, unemployment rates were high- 
er and there were more marked gender differ- 
ences. Fully 30% of young women without a 
diploma were unemployed, compared with 17% 
of men. (Recall that women not looking for 
work because of family responsibilities are not 
included in the calculation of the unemployment 
rate). Leaving high school, therefore, appears to 
have especially serious consequences for young 
women. 


Full-time work the most common activity 


In the week before the survey, high school gradu- 
ates with no further education or training were 
most likely td have been working full time 
(66%). In comparison, 60% of high school 
leavers and 54% of high school graduates with 
further education or training were working full 


time. (Table 5) 


The lower rate of full-time work among graduates 
with further education or training is not surpris- 
ing, as many were engaged in education or train- 
ing activities at the time of the survey. In fact, 
15% of this group reported only education or 
training activities in the week before the survey, 
and another 24% were combining various forms 
of school and work. 


As was the case in the rest of the labour force, 
part-time work was more common among young 
women than it was among young men. Women 


(25%) and men (21%) who were high school 


graduates with further education or training were 
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most likely to have part-time jobs. Again, this is 
not unexpected, as they were most likely to be 
involved in education or training activities 

in the week before the survey. 


Among high school graduates with no further 
education or training, 13% of women were work- 
ing part-time, compared with 8% of men. 


Similarly, 12% of female and 5% of male high 
school leavers had part-time jobs. 


Education and training figure prominently 
in the future plans of many young people 


Today’s youth seem very aware of the importance 
of education and training in order to remain com- 
petitive in the labour market. About eight out of 
10 young people intended to take further educa- 
tion or training (programs, courses, workshops or 
tutorials) over the next five years. High school 
graduates who had already taken some education 
or training toward a certificate, diploma or degree 
were most likely to anticipate further education 
or training in the next five years (88%), as some 
were still enrolled in their education or training 
programs. (Table 6) 


In comparison, 76% of graduates with no further 
education or training and 72% of high school 
leavers planned to take further education or 
training over the next five years. Still, further 
education and training did not figure into the 
futures of 10% of high school graduates who had 
already taken some further education or training, 
19% of those who had not, and 23% of those 
without a high school diploma. 


What they will be doing in five years time... 


The young people surveyed were also asked what 
they expected their main activities to be in five 
years. (Multiple responses were allowed.) The 
vast majority of youth (92% of high school gradu- 
ates with further education or training, 84% of 
those without and 84% of high school leavers) 
expected to be working at a job or business five 


years from the time the survey was taken. 
Among high school graduates as well as leavers, 
larger proportions of men than women expected 
to be working in five years time. (Table 7) 


Proportionately more high school leavers (17%) 
and graduates without further education or train- 
ing (16%) reported going to school as one of 
their main future activities, compared with 12% 
of graduates with further education or training. 
Young women who had not completed high 
school (22%) were more likely than their male 
counterparts (14%) to plan to be in school in five 
years. In addition, 10% of high school leavers, 
9% of high school graduates with no further edu- 
cation or training, and 7% of graduates with fur- 
ther education or training saw themselves both 
working and going to school in five years from 
the time of the survey. 


Another commonly reported future activity was 
handling family or household responsibilities. 
Not surprisingly, women were much more likely 
than men to report dealing with family or house- 
hold responsibilities as a main activity in five 
years time. Young women who had not complet- 
ed high school (39%) and those who graduated 
but had not pursued further education or training 
(37%) were especially likely to anticipate family 
responsibilities, compared with 24% of women 
who had graduated from high school and had 
taken further education or training. In contrast, 
only 21% of male leavers, 17% of male graduates 
without further education or training, and 11% of 
male graduates with further education or training 
expected family responsibilities to be one of their 
main future activities. 

@e0e@ 
These are the initial findings of the 1995 School 
Leavers Follow-up Survey. When combined with the 
results of the 1991 School Leavers Survey, the infor- 
mation collected will provide a rich database that will 
facilitate further research on the school-work transi- 
tions of youth. A public use microdata file will be 
available later in 1996. In addition, a volume of 
comprehensive analyses based on the 1995 School 
Leavers Follow-up Survey will be released in 1997. 
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Appendix of tables SCHOOL LEAVERS FOLLOW-UP SURVEY, 1995 
meme 


The following tables apply to youth aged 22 to 24 targeted by the School Leavers Follow-up Survey in 
1995. The 6,284 young people interviewed were representative of all Canadian youth in this age group 
(not including those in the Yukon and Northwest Territories). 


In 1995, only 1% of youth aged 22 to 24 were still attending high school (high school continuers). As 
a result, estimates of the characteristics and activities of high school continuers have unacceptably high 
sampling variability and are not included. 


Table 1 
High school status of youth aged 22 to 24, by sex, Canada and the provinces 
High School Graduates High School Leavers 
Men Women Total Men Women Total 
Canada 81.2% 89.4% 85.2% 17.9% 10.3% 14.2% 
Newfoundland 76.1% 82.3% 79.3% 22.2% 17.3% 19.7% 
Prince Edward Island 715.5% 84.6% 80.2% 23.1% 15.4% 19.2% 
Nova Scotia 81.5% 88.1% 84.6% 18.5% 11.9%* 15.4% 
New Brunswick 80.2% 91.0% 85.6% 17.0% 7.8%* 12.4% 
Québec 76.3% 85.8% 81.1% 21.0% 14.2% 17.6% 
Ontario 83.7% 92.3% 88.0% 16.0% 7.4% 11.7% 
Manitoba 77.7% 90.8% 83.9% 22.3% Gyo" 15.9% 
Saskatchewan 83.8% 90.6% 87.1% 15.7% S.1%5 12.3% 
Alberta 81.5% 91.0% 85.9% 18.5% 8.5%* 13.8% 
British Columbia 85.4% 87.6% 86.4% 14.6% 12.4% 13.6% 


* Data should be interpreted with caution due to high sampling variability. 


Table 2 
Further education or training! of youth aged 22 to 24, by high school status and sex, 
Canada and the provinces 


Proportion of Proportion of 
High School Graduates High School Leavers 
with further education or training! with further education or training! 
Men Women Total Men Women Total 
Canada 76.8% 79.9% 26.1% 20.3%* 24.0% 
Newfoundland 76.1% 78.4% 77.3% 43.0%* 32.0%* 38.0%* 
Prince Edward Island 69.3% 82.8% 76.6% BO 90" — LiLo 
Nova Scotia 75.8% 81.9% 78.1% 24.1%* — Lae LoG" 
New Brunswick 65.3% 69.2% 67.4% 16.4%* — 13.796" 
Québec 75.0% 89.8% 82.8% — — 206% 
Ontario 82.4% 84.0% 83.2% — 30.8% * — LEI. 
Manitoba 67.5% 73.5% 70.5% 19.7%* 375%" 155%" 
Saskatchewan 77.5% 84.0% 80.8% — — — 
Alberta 74.9% 75.1% 75.0% B21 78 -- 2ILGI6% 
British Columbia 11.3% 78.4% 74.7% 42.2%* — 35.165 


'Burther education or training toward a certificate, diploma or degree beyond high school. 
* Data should be interpreted with caution due to high sampling variability. 


— Data not reliable enough to publish. 
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Table 3 
Highest level of further education or training! of youth aged 22 to 24, by high school 
status and sex, Canada 


High School Graduates High School Leavers 

Men Women Total Men Women Total 
University 38.7% 45.1% 42.0% ~ — _ 
College/CEGEP? 28.1% 29.5% 28.8% 8.3%* oe eee 
Trade/vocational or : 
registered apprenticeship? 8.5% 5.2% 6.8% 15.4%* _ 12.3% 
Other education or training? 1.6%* 290" 2.2% _ — == 
Total with further education 
or training! 76.8% 82.8% 719.9% 26.1% 20.3%* 24.0% 
No further education or training! 23.2% 17.2% 20.1% 13.9% 79.7% 76.0% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 


'Burther education or training toward a certificate, diploma or degree beyond high school. People with more than one type of 
further education or training are included only once, according to the highest level taken: 1) university; 2) college or CEGEP; 
3) trade/vocational or registered apprenticeship; 4) other education or training. 


’There is likely some overlap between College/CEGEP and Trade/vocational or registered apprenticeship. Respondents may have 
reported participation in some types of education or training under either category. For example, courses in electronics, cabi- 
netmaking or interior design certificate programs could have been considered by some respondents as a College/[CEGEP course, 
and by others as a Trade/vocational or registered apprenticeship course. 


3.Includes further education or training toward: private business school or commercial school diplomas or certificates; and 
diplomas, certificates or licenses from professional associations (eg., accounting, banking and insurance). 


Totals may not add exactly to 100% due to rounding. 
* Data should be interpreted with caution due to high sampling variability. 
— Data not reliable enough to publish. 


Table 4 
Labour force activity (in the week before the survey) of youth aged 22 to 24, by high 
school status and sex, Canada 


High School Graduates High School Graduates High School Leavers 
(with further education (no further education 
or training) or training) 


Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 
Labour force participation rate! 84.4% 83.9% 84.1% 92.0% 77.0% 85.4% 90.6% 62.9% 80.7% 
Unemployment rate? 11.3% 10.4% 10.8%  14:196* 11.296* 12.996 7 1713% 30:25 209% 


' Percentage of people who either were working or were unemployed and actively looking for work. 
’ Percentage of labour force participants who were unemployed and actively looking for work. 
* Data should be interpreted with caution due to high sampling variability. 
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eee eee 


Table 5 


Full- and part-time work (in the week before the survey) of youth aged 22 to 24, by high 
school status and sex, Canada 


High School Graduates High School Graduates High School Leavers 


(with further education (no further education 
or training) or training) 
Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 
Full-time work 56.5% 52.1% 54.2% 74.6% 55.2% 66.1% 72.8% 37.7% 60.3% 
Part-time work 20.1 Yo "24.0% 122:8%  *7.6% “13.2% "101% 5.3% -11.7% 7.6% 


Table 6 
Plans to take further education or training (over the next five years) of youth aged 22 
to 24, by high school status and sex, Canada 


High School Graduates High School Graduates High School Leavers 
(with further education (no further education 
or training) or training) 
Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 
Planning to take further 


education or training 88.2% 87.5% 87.8% 74.7% 78.7% 76.4% 73.1% 70.4% 72.2% 
No plans for further 

education or training 10:1%) 9.8%. 9.9% 20.0% 18.1% 19.2% 22.8%: 22.4% 22.1% 
Don’t know > Le a e* S220 5B I" aa a Tl a 5.2%" 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 


Totals may not add exactly to 100% due to rounding. 
* Data should be interpreted with caution due to high sampling variability. 


Table 7 


Future main activities! (in five years) of youth aged 22 to 24, by high school status and 
sex, Canada 


High School Graduates High School Graduates High School Leavers 


(with further education (no further education 
or training) or training) 

Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 
Working 95.1% 89.6% 92.2% 89.8% 77.4% 84.3% 88.4% 75.3% 83.7% 
Going to school 10.496" -121596" 11.59 “14.0%! 19.3% 16.3% 13:89%*°21:8% 16.7% 
Working and goingtoschool 6.7% «7.9% 74% 74%" 11.6%* 93% 87% 11.2%* 9.6%* 
Family responsibilities LOS ome Sulton | (000ml OF 61 20m doo, 2LA% 392% 27.1% 
Doing something else 7291 6% 213%" 1A — L7%* — Bis — 


' Multiple responses were allowed. 
* Data should be interpreted with caution due to high sampling variability. 
— Data not reliable enough to publish. 
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